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Patients

166 consecutive patients underwent chest wall resection and reconstruction
by rigid prosthesis in a 18-year period.

Among them, 10 patients (6.0%) required prosthesis removal; 5 male
patients (50%); mean age: 59 (27-73).

Mean interval time between 1st procedure and prosthesis removal was 15.4
months (1-161).
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Backg round: monofilament polypropylene mesh plus resinous

material is one of the most used rigid prosthesis for chest wall reconstruction
after chest wall resection for neoplastic disease.

Alm «to assess indications to chest wall prosthesis removal, technique
and postoperative outcome
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Neoplastic disease

Sarcoma = Breast cancer Mesothelioma

= Lung cancer Thymic carcinoma = Colonic metastasis
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Prosthesis coverage Indications to removal

Muscolar Direct soft tissue
rotational flap coverage

Infection = Neoplastic recurrence
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Reconstruction following prosthesis removal

Adsorbable mesh = No prosthesis _Rigid prostheis = Gore-tex prostheis
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Results

Mean procedure duration was 179 minutes (39-446).

Post operative course was uneventful in 9 cases (90%); in 1 case we
observed flap dehiscence (10%).

Mean total length of stay was 7 days (1-17).
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Conclusion
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